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Background
Corporal (CPL) Ian “Ben” Hall was born 20 September 1946 at Moss Vale in NSW. Ben’s father
was an accountant and Ben spent much of his early childhood alternating between Moss Vale and
Darling Harbour in Sydney. His home at Moss Vale was on a dairy farm. Ben’s brother was born in
Darling Harbour and his next brother at Corowa in southern NSW. The family moved to Taree
where Ben commenced his schooling, then on to Armidale and then on to western NSW towns
including Gilgandra and Dubbo. Ben completed his high school education at Camden Public School
in 1962, where he achieved his Intermediate Certificate. Two of Ben’s mates in 6 RAR who also
attended Camden Public School were Pte Ian McGrath and CPL Ivan Small.
Ben worked with the Bank of NSW in Goulburn as a teller, but the job did not suit him, so Ben tried
his hand at several occupations such as dental mechanic, transport driving and also worked with the
NSW Railways. None of these jobs appealed to Ben as he needed some action and adventure in his
life. On 3 December 1964, Ben joined the Australian Regular Army (ARA), attended his recruit
training at the 1st Recruit Training Battalion at Kapooka in NSW and graduated into the Royal
Australian Infantry. He was eighteen years old. He completed his Initial Employment Training at
the Infantry Centre, Bardia Barracks at Ingleburn in NSW and graduated from there in June 1965 to
the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment (2 RAR) based at Enoggera in Brisbane. He had
no sooner done this than he was marched out to join the fledgling B Company (B COY) 6 RAR,
also based at Enoggera.
Ben went to Exercise Tasman 1 in New Zealand and on his return to Australia (RTA) in September
1965, transferred to the Anti-tank Platoon (ATK PL) of Support COY, 6 RAR. Ben remembers that
in late 1965, the first of the national Servicemen arrived at Enoggera and took their places in the
various units based there.
In early 1966, 6 RAR began to train for its role in the Vietnam War with exercises at Spring
Mountain, Lever’s Plateau, Tin Can Bay, Kenilworth Sate Forest and the Jungle Training Centre
(JTC) at Canungra in Queensland. During the Easter of 1966, 6 RAR conducted its final exercise
prior to deployment to Vietnam, at the Shoalwater Bay Training Area in central Queensland.
6 RAR marched through the streets of Brisbane in March 1966, and in May, 6 RAR flew by civilian
aircraft from the RAAF base at Amberley to Sydney. They boarded more civilian aircraft in Sydney
for the trip, via Manila in the Philippine Islands, to Tan Son Nhut airbase at Saigon, South Vietnam.
South Vietnam – First Deployment
From Saigon 6 RAR was transported by RAAF Caribou transport aircraft to the back beach area of
Vung Tau for acclimatisation and in-country training. In June 1966, elements from 6 RAR were
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moved from Vung Tau to Bien Hoa to provide security for the RTA of 1 RAR. 6 RAR provided
perimeter patrols during the mornings and at night until 9 June when they returned to Vung Tau. 14
June 1966, saw 6 RAR airlifted by CH47 (Chinook transport helicopter) from Vung Tau to their
new base at Nui Dat. 5 RAR, had been working in Phouc Tuy Province and positioned itself to
provide security on the ground at Nui Dat for the fly-in of 6 RAR. But it was raining when 6 RAR
arrived, and the helicopter landing zone was still undeveloped, so the CH47s unloaded their human
cargo while hovering a few feet above the ground (mud). Ben and his mates jumped from the
aircraft with their full combat loads on their backs and Ben injured his right medial ligament on
impact. This caused him a short stay at the Vung Tau hospital.
Despite being awarded “sedentary duties” for two weeks, Ben spent the next month siting and
digging in the 106mm recoilless rifles (106 RCL) on the perimeter. This was close to D COY and
due to proximity, the ATK PL became an additional rifle platoon for D COY. This made sense
because the local Viet Cong (VC) and North Vietnamese Army (NVA) units did not operate armour
in Phouc Tuy Province.
A useful feature of the ATK PL was that its members were trained in the use of heavy weapons and
could also double as reconnaissance (recon) soldiers. This set them up for their most useful
employment as trackers who could use their recon skills to follow-up on enemy “sign”. This
included bootmarks, cigarette butts and discrete enemy bush signals made from twigs and shaped
into mine markers etc. They were also used as a weapons group by the rifle companies and could
operate on their own in support of operations in the field.
Ben was allotted “Saigon Guard” duty where his group provided security for the communications
assets and the Australian Embassy. This was a shared responsibility with most combat units at Nui
Dat and generally lasted for seven days.
Ben and his mates were deployed to Operation Enoggera and Operation Hobart which were
predominantly raised to search areas of known enemy activity looking for caches and resources.
There were several contacts with the local VC unit, D445, which at that time was at its peak, but
there were no major incidents to report.
However as mid-August 1966 wore on, things were about to change for Ben and his 6 RAR mates
and in no uncertain manner. Ben was attached to A COY when Operation Smithfield commenced
and the infamous battle of Long Tan was about to be fought.
The Battle of Long Tan
Ben was a member of 6 RAR when D COY 6 RAR clashed with the enemy in what has become the
iconic battle for Australians in the Vietnam War, called the battle of Long Tan. He arrived on the
scene with the relief column after the main attacks had been defeated by D COY and their
supporting arms fire, and his memory of the battle is very strong in his mind. In his words: “ Delta
Company 6 RAR on 17 August 1966 was sent to an area near the village of Long Tan where they
were told that caches, tunnels and rest areas for the Phouc Toy Viet Cong (VC) forces major unit,
the infamous D445 Battalion, had to be investigated. It was believed that the enemy unit which had
mortared the Australian Task Force base area the night earlier, was also operating out of the Long
Tan area. B COY, 6 RAR had patrolled in the vicinity and had found the enemy mortar position, but
there was no contact with the VC. D COY took over the responsibility of patrolling further into the
rubber plantation from B COY.
Late on 18 August 1966, D COY arrived in a rubber plantation where the Officer Commanding,
Major Harry Smith, set up his HQ for the evening. It was in some rubber trees on a small knoll and
he sent out 11 Platoon on patrol. The COY set up all-round defence, started normal routine for the
approaching evening and tried to get as comfortable as they could, given that they were setting up in
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torrential rain. They had the HQ and two rifle platoons in the company base at that time. Then as
they were still setting up, 11 Platoon engaged the enemy in what was initially thought a small scale
contact. However, the firing became intense and as a battle developed, 11 Platoon suffered a
number of casualties, several of them, fatal. They became pinned down by massive enemy fire and
came under attack from a much larger force of enemy soldiers. 11 Platoon was in big trouble.
Major Smith sent out 10 Platoon to relieve the pressure on 11 Platoon and bring them back into the
HQ area. But 10 Platoon had only travelled a short distance when they were engaged by another
enemy unit. It was clear by now that D COY had patrolled into an area where a number of enemy
units were on the move. The VC realised that they were up against a small Australian force and
began assaulting it with massed attacks. The enemy were well organised and very determined to
achieve their objective. Their objective was quite clear. They intended to annihilate the Australians.
It did not take long before the whole company was under attack. The VC used bugle calls for
control and their attacks were very noisy with shouting and bursts of automatic weapon fire. They
attacked in waves. Just as soon as D COY took the momentum out of one of their attack waves,
they would hit the position with the next one. D COY had no real cover from fire, just some rubber
trees, a bit of dirt that could be dug up and placed to the front and then their packs shoved into that
for a bit more cover. It was cover, but it was certainly not protection from small arms fire.
Things looked very bleak for D COY. It was raining like hell, they were grossly outnumbered in an
area of the enemy’s choosing, they had lost contact with 11 platoon and they needed help fast. D
COY’s situation was desperate. Our Artillery finally began to fall on the enemy and the diggers can
still remember vividly the scream of the shells just before they impacted into the VC waves, and
also very close to their position. They saw the brilliant flash of the exploding shell, the roar of the
explosion and heard the dull smack of shrapnel as it found dirt, trees and human bodies. I have
absolutely no doubt that the Artillery saved D COY from being overrun at the critical point of the
battle.
Their ammunition began to run low and they needed a resupply. But it was pouring with rain and
this provided the RAAF pilots of No. 9 Squadron with atrocious helicopter flying conditions. They
didn’t think that they could even find D COY to deliver the ammo let alone the possibility of being
shot down in the battle. Major Smith insisted that they at least try. They did, they found the
position with their “Hueys” and delivered the ammo by dropping it right in the middle of the COY
HQ. The COY Sergeant Major (CSM), WO2 Jack Kirby, organised a distribution process and the
diggers were sent off to find the embattled platoons to resupply them with their ammo. Not a very
comfortable job, but it had to be done. The diggers alternated turns at firing at the enemy while their
mate loaded rounds into his magazines. It was a case of being very alert for enemy movement to the
front and flanks, listening to the commanders and following their orders as best they could. It was a
case of fighting to survive in the gathering darkness and pouring rain.
When it became dark, the attacks faded and the enemy withdrew. They came back later in the night
in small patrols to probe the perimeter and try to fix exactly where the Australians were located and
in what strength. But this did not amount to much, because eventually, the approach of the relief
column in our armoured vehicles would have been of concern to the VC commanders. The relief
column became involved in some significant fighting, but not with anything like the intensity of the
attacks on D COY earlier in the day. I believe that the arrival of the relief column saved D COY
from further VC attacks.
Next morning, patrols were organised to sweep in strength across the D COY area to find
Australian casualties. We found 11 Platoon and recovered our dead mates. One wounded digger of
11 Platoon was found, PTE Barry Mellor, who remarked dryly something like, ‘What took you so
long? I’ve been waiting for you bastards all night!’ We recovered our brothers and regrouped at the
COY HQ where we boarded the APCs for the trip back to our base at Nui Dat. The battle of Long
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Tan affected more than just every digger of D COY, it also affected every digger who came to the
battlefield later and took away the dead and wounded. It haunts me to this day”.
After Long Tan
On arrival back into the 1 ATF base at Nui Dat, there was a lot of after-action activity. Part of the
decisions taken after the battle of Long Tan was that the ATK/Tracker/Recon Pl should have a fully
trained medic who could be called on when the platoon was acting independently on recon tasks.
Ben was selected and was trained to insert intra-venous drips, administer morphine, dress
compound wounds and apply simple sutures. Ben carried a medical bag every time he deployed into
the bush and doubled as the platoon medic right up until the time he returned to Australia (RTA).
Operations post Long Tan
In September 1966, 6 RAR conducted Operation Vaucluse into the Nui Dinh Mountains. It was a
recon in strength operation and was the first time that the battalion had operated in mountainous
terrain.
In November the unit conducted Operation Ingham where C COY captured 57 tonnes of rice
intended for enemy use. One task undertaken by Ben was to assist in the backloading of numerous
bags of rice by loading them into slings and then ensuring that the slings were attached to the
underhook of helicopters for transporting back to friendly areas. The task took several days to
accomplish. Trackers had to be ready to perform any task that was going at the time.
In December 1966 and early January 1967, 6 RAR had the job of securing National Highway 15
from Baria (near the 1 ATF base) to Phouc My to allow a convoy of United States troops to move
from Vung Tau to their new base at Bear Cat, to the north of the Australian area of responsibility.
The convoy had to pass close to the Nui Dinh and the Nui Thi Vhi mountains, all of which
presented a danger to the convoy of enemy ambushes and attacks. The unit patrolled by day and
ambushed by night.
In February 1967, Ben and the trackers were involved in Operation Tamborine where they laid up
many ambushes along Route 23 in the area of Dat Do and Suoi Tre River. The wet season was in
full force and the ambush group would shiver in wet clothes all night. On 6 February 1967, there
was a mishap with the Artillery when a fire mission was called by C COY and the shells fell into
the Australians. The ATK/Tracker platoon commander was seriously wounded in action together
with a group of Ben’s mates. One of them was a fellow tracker, PTE Allan Cosgrove who received
serious wounds. When Ben began treating Allan, Ben had run out of Shell Dressings and Allan had
big holes in his body. Ben told him to push his finger and thumb into the hole in his leg and not to
take them out until after he had been received at the 1st Field Hospital at Vung Tau. Allan was so
seriously wounded that he was evacuated to Australia. The two mates did not see each other for
many years until they met at a Trackers lunch in Brisbane. Allan was able to thank Ben for saving
his life. Another of Ben’s mates to be seriously wounded in action in that mishap was PTE Doug
Powder. The shrapnel tore his back open leaving a large gaping wound. Ben could not do much for
Doug but he used Doug’s pack as a giant bandage and plugged his back. But, Doug died of his
wounds before he made it back to the hospital. All the wounded were lifted by DUSTOFF
helicopter. The DUSTOFF could not land and had to hover while the dead and wounded were slinglifted into the chopper. The memory of Doug Powder has stayed in Ben’s mind to this day and he
feels frustrated by the fact that he could do nothing to help save Doug’s life.
Future operations saw the ATK/Tracker Platoon operating without an officer and the task of
command fell to the platoon Sergeant and the three Corporals.
In late February 1967, Ben took part in Operation Bribie with B COY. The initial helicopter
insertion, which included the trackers, arrived without incident. But, when the larger group of
helicopters arrived, they were met with intense machine gun fire from enemy positions dug into the
high ground overlooking the Landing Zone (LZ). The landing became a “hot insertion” and it
became obvious very quickly that more firepower was urgently needed. Armoured vehicles were
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called for and on their arrival, the enemy engaged them with rocket propelled grenades (RPG 7).
One armoured personnel carrier (APC) was destroyed, and as night was approaching, the unit
reorganised itself into a night defensive position and called for airstrikes. Airstrikes and artillery hit
the enemy position that night and D COY, together with a group of trackers, launched a dawn attack
on the enemy bunkers. Most of the enemy had “bugged out” but the stay behind group of enemy
engaged the Australian assault. On the sweep after the attack, Ben’s group inspected the knocked
out APC and found a B COY wounded digger under it. The digger had been wounded in the initial
contacts and then crawled under the APC when the artillery and airstrikes arrived. He survived.
After Op Bribie, the trackers were engaged on a number of recon tasks until 14 June 1967 when
they RTA on board the HMAS Sydney. They arrived at Hamilton Wharf in Brisbane where family
members welcomed them home. They had a welcome home parade through the streets of Brisbane.
They particularly enjoyed the girls who were cat-calling and making sure the diggers knew they
appreciated them. They were lapping this up. Except for one digger. He was the Battalion
Regimental Sergeant Major, WO1 George Chin. He grumbled “That’d be bloody right!
Everything’s going normal, the boys are doing very well – yeah, and then sex raises its ugly head!”
The unit returned to its barracks at the Enoggera Army base.
Post Vietnam 1966/67
In September 1967, the new Army lines at Lavarack Barracks in Townsville had just been built and
6 RAR was the first unit to occupy them. Ben was promoted to Lance Corporal and then in June
1968, promoted to Corporal. At about that time, Ben attended an Engineer demolition course at
Wallangarra on the NSW/Queensland border. He arrived back into 6 RAR with all his qualifications
to use explosives.
In May 1968, the new Platoon Commander arrived and the platoon went to the Tracker Wing at
Bardia Barracks at Ingleburn to develop more knowledge of tracking and dogs. Ben was the Honour
Graduate of that course and he enjoyed the exercises which took in his old stamping grounds in the
Camden area. The course contained two elements including Visual Tracking and Tracker Team
work. On his return to 6 RAR at Townsville, Ben became a tracker team leader. He learned the art
of bringing mortar and artillery fire on to targets. The ATK/Tracker Pl took on a more recon flavour
in its training as it was proposed that cordon and search operations in Vietnam were going to
produce results. Guiding the rifle platoons into their cordon area at night was going to be a job for
the ATK/Trackers.
On 1st May 1969, 6 RAR marched through the streets of Townsville as a farewell gesture before its
departure for its second tour of duty in the War of South Vietnam. The diggers were told to expect
anti-war protests from the James Cook University students. The students did come out with placards
– in support of the diggers!
On 8th May 1969, 6 RAR boarded the HMAS Sydney and went to Vung Tau. Ben was on his
second tour of duty with 6 RAR in Vietnam.
South Vietnam – Second Tour
On 21st May 1969, 6 RAR arrived at Vung Tau and was ferried ashore from the HMAS Sydney by
landing craft. The battalion was then airlifted by CH 47 (Chinook) helicopters from Vung Tau to
the 1 ATF base at Nui Dat. This time, Ben and the trackers were located in the Support Company
lines near the Bn HQ. On arrival, the platoon took over the dogs from 4 RAR/NZ (ANZAC Bn)
including Marcus, Milo and Trajan.
On 23rd May 1969, 6 RAR conducted Operation Hunter and Ben worked with the New Zealanders
of W COY. They operated in the area of Thei Tien conducting night ambushes. Later that month,
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Operation Lavarack was launched in which all tracker teams were deployed. They operated out of
Fire Support Base (FSPB) Virginia with the purpose of locating and then following the tracks which
lead from a bunker system, recently occupied by the enemy.
On 12th July 1969, Ben became involved with the MACV teams assisting the local Vietnamese
people and their defence forces. He moved into a defended post at Tam Phouc, in Phouc Tuy
Province, and began training regional troops on weaponry, patrolling and night and day ambushes.
However, Ben reacted to the local food and developed big rashes and boils on his skin. He was
treated by D COY staff who were located at Lang Phouc Hai village, a short drive away by road.
In August 1969, the trackers operated in the Long Hai Hills and took their ATK weapons with
them. They had 106mm RCL and 84mm Carl Gustav weapons with the intention of blasting pieces
off the rock walls of the numerous caves in the area. This did not work very well and even airstrikes
and artillery were on insignificant use against these cave systems.
In September 1969, the trackers were deployed to FSPB Diggers Rest from where they patrolled out
to a range of about 3000 metres. During this period, the trackers had contacts with VC soldiers and
on each occasion tracking them down was the method of establishing contact with the enemy. Milo
was instrumental in tracking two VC until contact was established. One VC was KIA the other
disappeared.
On 2nd October 1969, two tracker dog teams were deployed into the Nui May Tao Hills where a
missing SAS soldier had fallen from a rope under a helicopter. He was Trooper G.J Fisher who had
been wounded during a hot extraction. He was not located but a contact with a VC resulted in one
VC KIA.
On 14th October Ben was used to train a group of Hieu Choi soldiers. These were ex-VC soldiers
who had decided to denounce their communist affiliations. Called the “Bushman Scouts” by
Australians they were trained in the Australian mode of operations so that we could use them as
informants and guides. Of the eleven Bushman Scouts, only two were finally selected to stay with 6
RAR, and they were allocated to the Tracker Pl.
Occasionally, the trackers operated with SAS soldiers on recon patrols particularly in the Xuan Sin
Garden area which is just north of the township of Xuyen Moc. They also recon patrolled the Mao
Tao Mountains and gathered intelligence information.
On 20th November 1969, Ben was sent to help protect an engineer land clearing team working on
Route 44. On arrival, one of the Sappers developed severe food poisoning from a local beverage
and needed DUSTOFF to the hospital. The DUSTOFF needed flares for marking the LZ and when
one of the flares ignited, Ben received bad burns to the hand. This caused his evacuation next day to
the 1st Military Hospital at Vung Tau where he remained for four days.
During December 1969, the trackers conducted patrols in the Nui Thi Vai (nicknamed “The
Warburtons” by the diggers) in support of A COY. During this operation, tunnels were discovered.
The search of tunnels was normally and engineer task, but due to Ben’s engineer course at
Wallangarra, it was decided that he should go down the holes to check them out. He did not have a
pistol and instead, took an M79 grenade launcher with him. At times, the trackers were used to
assist in wet season river crossings and Ben had the experience of crossing a swollen waterway with
a rope so that it could be tied to a tree on the far bank and used as a steadying guide for fully laden
diggers to cross against the flow of the water.
Toward the end of the tour of duty, the trackers assisted in a number of patrols and ambushes in
areas close to Long Tan and also around the “Horseshoe” feature. Again, the wet season made
things uncomfortable for the diggers on the ground.
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In May 1970, 6 RAR/NZ (ANZAC) completed its tour of duty and RTA.
A Farewell To Arms
On arrival home, Ben’s tenure with the Army was up and after some discussions with his officers
on what was on offer, he elected discharge. He transferred to B COY 5 RAR and stayed with that
company until his discharge in December 1970.
After The Army
Ben floated for a little while trying to decide what to do in life. He needed a job with some
excitement in it. He needed the adrenalin. Ben became qualified as a heavy plant operator and
worked earth moving plant for a while before moving to the north NSW town of Mullumbimby,
where his father owned a newsagency. Ben helped his dad for a few months, but then felt the need
to do something else.
In early 1972, Ben researched the work market in Police duties, particularly with the Australian
Federal Police (AFP) in the Northern Territory. There was also the fleeting opportunity of
volunteering as a Patrol Officer in Papua/ New Guinea. Ben travelled to Brisbane and put in two
applications. One for the AFP and the other to the Queensland Police Service (QPS). In June 1972,
Ben received his acceptance into the QPS, received his basic training, and on 22nd September 1972,
Ben was sworn into the QPS. Ben’s duties included pounding the beat in Northern (NQ) and
Western Queensland, serving on the drug squad, under cover work and also as a detective. Ben was
to learn in 2008 that an outlaw motor cycle group who were operating an illegal drug operation in
the bush near Cardwell in NQ, had raised a bounty on Ben’s head because he was getting too close
to them. This is the second time that a bounty would have been on his head because we believe that
the VC offered a bounty for any VC soldier who bagged a tracker in Vietnam. Ben served the QPS
for thirty four years, retiring in 2006.
Ben has retired to a rural life and has served as the ADFTWDA Treasurer and Merchandise
Manager with his partner and long time ADFTWDA active supporter, Ann Dickenson. He has two
dogs and two birds on his property. Ben and Ann travel extensively throughout Australia and visited
overseas countries.

Recruit Ben Hall on route march at 1 RTB Kapooka 1964.
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Recruit Ben Hall at 1 RTB. Note the Nissen hut as barrack accommodation.

Private Ben Hall (3rd from right) on graduating from 1 RTB Kapooka in 1965.
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PTE Ben Hall in Tracker Lines 6 RAR. Nui Dat, Vietnam 1966

Digging the 106mm RCLs in. Nui Dat, Vietnam 1966
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CPL Ben Hall with burned hand Vietnam 1969.

CPL Ben Hall, Tracker, Vietnam 1970.
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